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CHARLESTON, IL — The Coles County Health Department and the Coles County
Animal Shelter are reminding residents to use caution around bats and other wild
animals following confirmation of a bat that tested positive for rabies in Coles County.

The bat was submitted to the lllinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) laboratory for
testing and was confirmed positive for rabies on August 13, 2026. This is the first bat
reported to have tested positive for rabies in Coles County in 2026.

Rabies and Bats

Rabies is a serious viral disease that affects the nervous system. Once symptoms
appear, rabies is almost always fatal. However, rabies is preventable when appropriate
treatment is provided promptly following an exposure and before symptoms develop.

Bats are the most common animal found to test positive for rabies in lllinois, although
other mammals, including raccoons, skunks, foxes, and coyotes, can also carry the

virus.

Most bats do not have rabies. However, it is not possible to determine whether a bat

has rabies simply by looking at it. Laboratory testing is necessary.

Residents should never handle a bat with bare hands. A bat that is found on the
ground, active during daylight hours, unable to fly, or behaving unusually should not be

approached or handled.

If You Find a Bat Inside Your Home

If a bat is found inside a home, do not release the bat until you have contacted
animal control or the Coles County Health Department for guidance.

A bat found in a home does not necessarily mean that someone has been exposed to
rabies. However, because bat bites can be very small and may go unnoticed, each



situation should be evaluated to determine whether a person or pet may have had
contact with the bat.

If possible, keep people and pets away from the bat and close the doors to contain it in
the room where it was found.

Do not attempt to capture or handle the bat if doing so could result in contact
with the bat or a bite. Contact Coles County Animal Shelter for instructions regarding
safe containment and Coles County Health Department to determine if the whether the
bat should be submitted for rabies testing.

What to Do if You May Have Been Exposed

A person may be exposed to rabies through a bite or scratch from an infected animal or
when saliva or nervous tissue from a rabid animal comes into contact with the eyes,
mouth, nose, or an open wound.

Bat bites can be difficult to see, so a person may not always know that a bite has
occurred. Potential exposures should be evaluated promptly.

If you or a family member may have had direct contact with a bat:

1. Wash any bite or scratch immediately and thoroughly with soap and
running water.

2. Do not release or dispose of the bat if it is safely available for testing.

3. Contact the Coles County Health Department as soon as possible to discuss
the circumstances of the potential exposure.

4. Seek medical attention promptly if recommended.

The Health department will evaluate the circumstances of the potential exposure and
determine if the bat should be submitted for testing. If a bat is submitted and tests
negative for rabies, post-exposure prophylaxis is generally not necessary.

If you wake up and find a bat in the room, do not assume that you were not exposed.
Contact the health department or your healthcare provider for guidance before releasing
or disposing of the bat.

Protect Your Pets

Dogs, cats, and ferrets should be kept current on their rabies vaccinations. Rabies
vaccination may also be available and appropriate for certain livestock and horses;
owners should discuss vaccination options with their veterinarian.

If a pet has had contact with a bat or another wild animal that may carry rabies, contact
your veterinarian immediately.

Do not attempt to handle a bat that has been in contact with a pet without first receiving
appropriate guidance.



Preventing Rabies

Residents can help protect themselves, their families, and their pets by:

Do not touch or handle bats or other wild animals.

Teach children never to approach or handle wild, unfamiliar, stray, or sick
animals.

Keep pets away from bats and other wildlife.

Keep dogs, cats, and ferrets current on their rabies vaccinations.

Do not feed wild animals or intentionally attract wildlife to your property.
Maintain homes and other buildings to prevent bats from entering.

Contact Department of Natural Resources Conservation division rather than
attempting to care for or handle a sick or injured wild animal.

When to Contact the Coles County Health Department

Residents should contact the Coles County Health Department if:

A person has been bitten or scratched by a bat or other potentially rabid animal.
A bat has had direct contact with a person.

A bat is found in a room with a person who was sleeping, a young child, or
another individual who may not be able to reliably determine whether contact
occurred.

A bat is found inside a home and the resident is unsure whether a person or pet
may have been exposed.

A pet may have had contact with a bat or another potentially rabid animal.

For questions about a potential human rabies exposure:
Coles County Health Department
(217) 348-0530, Ext. 225

For questions about a bat found inside a home and whether it should be tested:
Coles County Health Department
(217) 348-0530, Ext. 227

For additional information about rabies and bats, visit the lllinois Department of Public
Health'’s rabies information page:

https://dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/diseases-and-conditions/diseases-a-z-

list/diseases/rabies.html
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